AR miG ] s wE o

Phased Research on Forms of Hexi Decorative Painting

EiR(S
Cao Zhenwei

Journal of Gugong Studies 2017 Vol.18

F7
—o—t%F RE+AH

#CEY H fl #L | The Forbidden City Publishing House

S/
umasnw QDEIEd QLLL




FIALE w5 531

i

Phased Research on Forms of Hexi Decorative Painting*

EiReE

A
MEFERFRERE AR —, ERFR TR
W, KK, ARSI AT % &R R T 2 e
mHas, UaiEh o mA T ARERES, EkS
bR s L B MR 2, ASGE H AT T 5,
MRESK EIfE: £, S A B T s iy =413 12
B, BEEMHRICH, RECHEERL 7412 I Y 5L
Bl EILTE RIS R R, A AR i 2P R N
AR, fa, FIRDERID L, FREE 30k, X
ORI B A5 AR BB B AR T BB A AL P AR 288 1 1 4
ARRE A AT

K]«

W MR JEH I R

Cao Zhenwei

ABSTRACT:

Hexi caihua (decorative painting), one of the three major decorative
painting categories of the Qing Dynasty, is of the highest level among
decorative paintings on architecture. For a long time, it has been dated
by the academia according to experts’ experience, which is inevitably in-
fluenced by their own subjective opinions and thus causes more or less
deviation in reality. This paper, applying the research method of typol-
ogy, extracted a total of 12 forms falling into three groups of their pro-
duction means, to help phased research. Also by referencing related doc-
uments, 41 physical examples of Hexi decorative painting are sorted out
in a systematic manner. The evolution of the forms presents the six stag-
es of development that Hexi decorative painting has undergone in histo-
ry. Finally, issues concerning dates of purlins in the Palace of Universal
Happiness (Xianfu gong), Essence of Kindness Hall (Dunben dian) and
the front hall of Palace for Nurturing Joy (Yuqing gong) of the Forbid-
den City are analyzed on the basis of conclusions from phased analysis

of forms and related documentation.

KEYWORDS:
Ming and Qing dynasties, Hexi decorative painting, form, phase, ty-
pology
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