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ABSTRACT:

In 1917, Zhang Xun (1854-1923) supported the abdicated Qing emperor
Puyi’s restoration to the imperial throne. The air force dispatched to sup-
press the rebellion dropped three bombs onto the Forbidden City. The
bombs completely crushed the Qing imperial ruler psychologically, and
to a certain extent ended the farce surrounding the restoration. It is a
well-known episode among the academics, even laypersons have a smat-
tering of it. Nevertheless, without in-depth analysis, the cause and effect,
and line of events remain ambiguous and without consensus. This article
reviews newspaper articles, contemporary notes, and memories to reen-

act the whole story of the event.
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