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Discussion of the Memorial Gateways at the Grand Temple for Returning
Favors and Extending Life Depicted in the Birthday Celebrations of the Em-

press Dowager Chongqing
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ABSTRACT:

The Grand Temple for Returning Favors and Extending Life (Da bao’en
yanshou si) was commissioned by the Qianlong emperor (r. 1736-1795)
for celebrating the sixtieth birthday of his mother, known as the Em-
press Dowager Chongqing. It was constructed on the Jar Hill (Weng
shan, renamed the Longevity Hill, or Wanshou shan) and was immedi-
ately depicted as a centerpiece of the landscape in the long painting scroll
Birthday Celebrations for the Empress Dowager Chongging. The paint-
ing depicts memorial gateway (Paifang) structures of different styles and
varied functions in the Grand Temple area. According to the records of
the Qing dynasty archives, the government attached equal importance
to the maintenance of pailou gateway structures in imperial palaces and
gardens. Among them, the layout of enclosed triptych gateways in three
directions standing in front of the Grand Temple is impressive and rare.
Based on a close examination of imperial architecture featuring such a
layout and dated before the sixteenth year of the Qianlong reign, the ar-
ticle explores the significant implications of this architectural layout for

codifying the Qing imperial architectural rites.
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