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ABSTRACT:

Based on a thorough research on the instructors of the Eunuch School
(Neishu tang) respectively in the early, middle, and late periods of the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644), the author argues that there are 114 instruc-
tors on record, which is more than double of previous research findings,
and is considered the most comprehensive statistic. The quota of School
instructors fluctuated during the Ming dynasty, from one or two to as
much as six persons at one appointment. The early Ming dynasty saw
various scholarly backgrounds of the instructors, whereas in the late
Ming, instructors were solely selected from the Hanlin Academy. Ex-
cept for teaching eunuchs, they often served as part-time lecturers of the
emperor and the princes, which indicates that the status of the Eunuch

School had been elevated a great deal.
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