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ABSTRACT:

Xie Chong’s Tomb Inscription dated to the Southern Dynasties’ Song
Regime (420-479CE) was unearthed in Nanjing, Jiangsu province. It
plays a vital role in the studies of the history from the Eastern Jin dynas-
ty (317-420CE) to the Southern Dynasties (420-589CE) period. Never-
theless, due to the blurry image of the rubbing included in the excavation
report and some other incomprehensible errors, the transcript is incor-
rect, hampering the efforts to understand the inscription’s content and
meaning. Based on the correct, most up-to-date transcript published in
vol. IT of the Tomb Inscriptions Excavated after 1949: Jiangsu Prov-
ince, the author reinterprets the content and meaning of this inscription.
When the Song regime was established, although the ruling Liu family
seized the estates of most aristocratic families, the Xie clan of the Chen
prefecture was exempted — Xie An (320-385CE) and Xie Xuan (343-
388CE) were able to keep their titles, while although the titles of Xie Shi
(327-389CE), Xie Jun and Xie Chong were revoked, they were compen-
sated with official posts in provincial government. It is the author’s opin-
ion that the exemption was made in consideration of the victory the Xie
clan won at the Battle of Feishui, which helped to consolidate separatist
regime in the South and maintained the North-South Division. When
Liu Yu toppled the Eastern Jin dynasty and founded the Song regime, he
reaped the largest benefit from the political division. Thus, giving favo-
rable treatment to the Xie clan was Liu Yu’s way of expressing gratitude

for their contribution to the founding of the regime.

KEYWORDS:
Eastern Jin dynasty, Southern Dynasties, the Xie clan, Battle of Feishui,
the North-South Division
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