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Tao Jin  Yu Xiao

ABSTRACT:

The fact that the Shizong Emperor (r. 1522-1566) of the Ming dynasty
(1368-1644) commissioned the construction of the Hall of Great Sacri-
fice (Daxiang dian) in the Temple of Heaven in the name of building a
“Bright Hall” (ming tang) constitutes an important force for success-
fully including his deceased biological father in the worship of imperi-
al ancestors during the “Great Rites Controversy” conflict. Following
that, the emperor continued to commission the construction of a group
of Daoist architecture in the same architectural style, including the Bel-
vedere of the Beginning of Creation (Qianyuan ge) in the Temple of Im-
merse Heavens (Dagao xuandian), the Hall of Revered Wisdom (Chong-
zhi dian) and the Hall of Great Brightness (Da guangming dian) in the
West Gardens, applying paramount significance to the worship of the
Jade Emepror and at the same time re-projecting his personal image.
With a comprehensive research of historical documents, classic Daoist
doctrines, and architectural pictures, the article analyzes the Shizong
Emperor’s historical background, personal experience, religious belief,
and political ideology, discusses the hidden meanings of the Daoist ar-
chitecture in the “Bright Hall” style, and discloses the nature of these
halls as the tangible carrier for the ideology of “king of all gods™ of the

Shizong Emperor.

KEYWORDS:
Ming dynasty, Shizong Emperor, worship and sacrificial ceremony, Dao-

ist religion, architecture
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