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ABSTRACT:

The title “imperial honored consort” (huangguifei) first appeared dur-
ing the reign of Emperor Jingtai (1450-1456) as a result of the distinc-
tive situation among the Emperors consorts. The title “imperial”, when
bestowed on consorts, signified that its bearer enjoyed the same sta-
tus as empress. In the Chenghua period (1465-1487), those given the
title of “imperial honored consort” would be formally presented with
a gold-leafed book and imperial seal (bao), confirming the title bear-
er’s status as “second only to the empress, the most prestigious among
all consorts”. In the Jiajing period (1522-1566), bestowment of the ti-
tle “imperial honored consort” came with gold-leafed book and imperi-
al seal, while “honored consort” only receive gold-leafed book and seal
(yin), further demonstrating the hierarchical difference. The practice

continued in the later reigns.
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