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ABSTRACT:

The Complete Library of the Four Treasuries is an enormous collection
of books compiled during the Qianlong reign (1736-1795) in the Qing
dynasty. It can be considered as a grand synthesis of traditional Chinese
culture. During the process of its compilation which lasted more than
a decade, the Qianlong emperor personally micromanaged every stage
from selection of classics to the transcription and proofreading of the
text. The text in the Annotated Catalogue of the Complete Library of
the Four Treasuries and the court edicts issued by the emperor related to
its compilation both reflect his veneration of Confucian political teach-

ings as well as his fundamental theorization of state governance.
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