0T AR B DX P SR I A

Preliminary Study of Plaques with Chinese and Translated Manchu Inscriptions in
the Six Eastern Palaces Area of the Forbidden City

KA
Zhang Jie

Journal of Gugong Studies 2016 Vol.16

T
ZO0—%F RE+AH

#CEY H fl #L | The Forbidden City Publishing House

S/
umasnw QDEIEd QLLL







e AN R =R

i SC R A0 )R

Preliminary Study of Plaques with Chinese and Translated Manchu Inscriptions
in the Six Eastern Palaces Area of the Forbidden City

SRS

A B
E R RSN EARAER, MERSSH
TeRZES, (AAERERE DO HAREPE
MR 2E, #RZWWIH, G ES LN
LB = REEE, JRICTA+ =4 (1656
) KB, NG BER A, 1A T AR N E
Wl AR 22 R LG B, H AR ST SO
FEWC, Eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁiﬁﬁkﬁ
Bllo ATOREIE = 5 SR DD REMUS RLHF S5 & PN H
MRS, PR 5T L R S 2

Ay WSRO WS R BREE FiE
T

Zhang Jie

ABSTRACT:

The Six Eastern Palaces was part of the initial construction of the For-
bidden City in the early Ming dynasty (1368-1644). In terms of the lo-
cation, it underwent little changes in the subsequent centuries. Ming-
dynasty plaques over the buildings’ entrances bearing their names were all
inscribed in Chinese. After the establishment of the Qing dynasty (1644-
1911), the Manchu rulers inberited the Forbidden City and continued to
use it as the imperial palace while replacing the Chinese inscriptions on
the plaques with trilingual ones in Manchu, Mongolian, and Chinese. In
1657 (the thirteenth year of the Shunzhi reign), Mongolian names were
removed from the plaques, leaving only Manchu and Chinese inscrip-
tions. Most of the plaques in today’s Six Eastern Palaces bear inscrip-
tions of the Chinese name and Manchu transliteration. Nevertheless, ex-
ceptions are found on three plaques which bear Chinese name and its
Manchu translation, a departure from the convention of using translit-
eration. This article discusses possible reasons for the exception by giv-
ing attention to the functions and locations of the three buildings, and

comparing them with their counterparts in the Six Western Palaces area.
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