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ABSTRACT:

Traditional scholarly literature usually approaches the life and work of
Yang Ningshi from the perspective of the history of traditional Chinese
calligraphy. 1t is a general consensus that he feigned mental illness for
the purpose of self-protection in the tumultuous years of the Five Dy-
nasties period (907-960). This article argues that the story recorded in
historical documents about Yang Ningshi trying to persuade bis father
Yang She, then one of the chancellors at the Tang (618-907) court, to
refuse the task of delivering the imperial seal to the new ruler in order to
show loyalty to the Tang court, could probably be Song-dynasty schol-
arly constructions to suit the orthodox ideology. His condition could be
signs of the “disease of the heart” (meaning mental disease), instead of

feigned insanity.
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