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Li Qifang

ABSTRACT:

In the Ming dynasty, the enfeoffment system of the imperial clan cast ex-
tensive influence on the production, craftsmanship, style, and circulation
of crafted objects. Bestowing goods on the vassal states and confiscating
objects from them were two way of carrying out the system. The bestow-
al of imperially sanctioned goods fostered highly-unified art with impe-
rial style, whereas the confiscation of vassal properties allowed goods to
circulate between court and vassal states. However, the change of the
system prompted variable qualities and increasingly diversified official
styles of the objects, as was reflected by quite a few facts, including early
Ming objects excavated from tombs datable to the late Ming period, the
inferior quality of objects with materials and motifs intended for high-
status persons, and the varied styles of official objects. Comparing ac-
tual objects with historical documents, this essay focuses on the connec-
tion between the change of artistic styles and the enfeoffment system,
and tries to interpret the evolvement of certain art phenomenon through

changes of the system in the Ming dynasty.
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