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ABSTRACT:

The Yuan-dynasty (1271-1368) blue-and-white wares featuring narra-
tive scenes with human figures kept by institutions and private collec-
tors in China and abroad are some of the finest among blue-and-white
wares of this period. Based on previous studies, by combining archaeo-
logical finds and literary records while analyzing the objects, the author
comes to the conclusion that they were inspired by a wide range of ar-
tistic forms-the subject matters of these scenes and figures come from
the contemporary musical drama (zaju); the composition and portrayal
betray close connection with the illustrations for a form of long histor-
ical tales (pinghua) and woodblock print illustrating theatrical pieces;
in terms of artistic expression and style, those scenes drew inspiration
from both scroll paintings and murals. These connections help to nar-
row down the manufacturing date of these objects to the period approx-
imately between 1339 (the fifth year of the Zhiyuan reign) and 1352 (the
twelfth year of the Zhizheng reign). These were products of high-end
commercial kilns in Jingdezhen, Jiangxi province and bought mainly by
scholar-officials or merchants. Their production and regional distribu-
tion were deeply influenced by theatrical culture as well as related gov-
ernment policies regarding theater and decorative arts in the late Yuan
dynasty and early Ming (1368-1644) period.

KEYWORDS:
Yuan dynasty, blue-and-white porcelain, narrative scenes with human

figures, artistic origins, theatrical culture
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