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Sacrificial Rituals of the Nanjing as the Ming-dynasty’s Auxiliary Capital
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Wang Huiming

ABSTRACT:

After Emperor Chengzu (r. 1402-1424) moved the capital to Beijing, al-
tars and temples in the auxiliary capital Nanjing where sacrificial cer-
emonies used to be performed remained, yet ceremonies could hard-
ly be held in concurrence with those in Beijing. Ceremonial events that
required the emperor’s presence were abandoned. Started from the Ji-
ajing period (1522-1566), state rituals such as the suburban sacrific-
es previously held in both Nanjing and Beijing were only held in Bei-
jing. Although the ancestral temple in Nanjing fell into disuse, rituals of
ancestral worship centering around the Xiaoling Mausoleum becamein-
creasingly important. On the other hand, ritualistic ceremonies for oc-
casions such as the emperor’s enthronement, birthday celebrations, or
death were performed in the same manner with those of other local gov-
ernments.

KEYWORDS:
Ming dynasty, imperial court in Nanjing, Xiaoling Mausoleum, sac-
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