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ABSTRACT:

The painting scroll, Playing Go in Front of Double Screen, by Zhou
Wenju of Southern Tang, Five Dynasties, was appraised by Xu Bang-
da as a copy from the Northern Song dynasty. The writer tries to unveil
the secrets hidden in the painting: Judged by the age of the figures in the
painting, particularly of the youngest brother, this painting should have
been drawn on imperial orders during the Baoda era (943-957) of South-
ern Tang; the sequence of the throne successors which the second ruler
of Southern Tang, Li Jing, made, is right in accord with the seating order
of the players, clearly showing the order of the succession to the throne
of the royal family. The thought of fraternal love manifested in the paint-
ing influenced, to a certain degree, the formation of the “peaceful rule”
thought in the Northern Song dynasty, and was also reflective of the po-
litical context in which the painting was created. Several innovations can
be found in this painting: the technique of zigzag lines, the technique of
creating the space of a screen within another screen, and the continuous
time expression.

KEYWORDS:
Li Jing, Zhou Wenju, Playing Go in Front of Double Screen, Northern
Song copy, zigzag-line technique, throne succession
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