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ABSTRACT:

Zhang Juzheng served as chief Grand Secretary of the cabinet (neige
shoufu) during the first ten years of the Wanli reign (1573-1620) as well
as the emperor’s instructor. He enjoyed enormous power and privilege.
In 1577 (the fifth year of the Wanli reign), after his unfilial refusal to re-
tire from office to observe the mourning period upon the death of his fa-
ther, Zhang asked for an leave of absence and returned to his hometown
for his father’s burial in the third lunar month of the following year. He
travelled to his hometown Jiangling in the Huguang Province (Hunan
and Hubei) on a large sedan chair carried by thirty-two carriers, which
was characterized by multiple layers of balustrades in the front, bedroom
at the back, with set of throne and screen installed inside the compart-
ment, while two servants fanned the fan and carried aincense burner on
eachside, rendering the sedan chairamobile house. The article explores
the details of this event, recounts the interior décor of the sedan chair
and its significance in the five hundred to six hundred years of history of
the Ming (1368-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. The research
contributes to the study of court regulations concerning carriages and
material culture of the upper class in imperial China.

KEYWORDS:
refusal to fulfill filial responsibilities, sedan chair carried by thirty-two
people, regulations concerning the use of carriages
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