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ABSTRACT:

In the Ming dynasty, the Court of State Ceremonial (Honglu si) is main-
ly in charge of court rituals. It gets the chance to intervene in certain
phases of the court decision-making procedure because of its role of
serving the emperor directly: guiding and introducing officials attend-
ing the morning audience or regular audience, reading memorials for the
emperor, introducing or guiding imperially designated officials leaving
or arriving at the capital to visit the emperor, and engaging in the ritual
training to local officials who go to the capital to pay homage to the em-
peror. In occasions like court assembly or suspensions of the court as-
sembly, the Court of State Ceremonial is responsible for passing the im-
perial edict to ministers. What is notable is that in the Ming dynasty the
Court of State Ceremonial is able to submit memorials to the emperor—
an administrative function exclusively designated to the Office of Trans-
mission (Tongzheng si). Through analysis, the article provides two rea-
sons for the phenomenon. First, emperors after the Xuande-Zhengtong
reigns (1426-1449) are not so diligent or astute as the founding emper-
ors. The running of the government relies more on memorial communi-
cationandtransmissioninstead of holdingcourtassemblies. Second, the
Court of State Ceremonial’s inherent function of managing court rituals
makes it possible to communicate directly with the emperor. This com-
munication convenience also facilitates the submission of court minis-
ters’ memorials to the top ruler.
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mation transmission
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