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Chen Shilong

ABSTRACT:

In the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), documents of appointment (chi) and
imperial rescripts (chiyu) were documents of different functions. The
former were used as letter of appointment or dispatch, stipulating the
scope of the power for appointed officials. The letter usually started with
“to (name of the appointee)” and ended with “so ordered by the em-
peror”, and stamped with the seal “Treasure of Imperial Appointment”
(chiming zhibao). Such documents were usually written on yellow paper
with brims of dragon design. On the other hand, imperial rescripts had
a wider variety of functions, including claim of protection, admonition,
reward for officials, rewards, title inheritance for ethnic minority offi-
cialsandreligiousleaders, as well as appointment of diplomats. The doc-
ument usually started with “it was decreed by the emperor that...” and
ended with “so ordered by the imperial edict”, and impressed with either
the seal “Treasure of Imperial Decree” (chiming zhibao) or “Treasure of
Vast Expanse” (guangyun zhibao). It was written on either yellow paper
with brims of dragon design, or on paper with golden dragon patterns.
In the mid-Ming period, due to their differences in the seals applied and
paper written on, together the two types of documents were given the
general term “documents of imperial decree” (chishu), resulting in indis-
criminate usage by later generations. In fact, the Ming court made a clear
distinction between the two types of documents.

KEYWORDS:
Ming dynasty, documents, documents of appointment, imperial re-
script, distinction
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