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ABSTRACT:

Over the recent decades, a number of tomb tablets of Ming dynasty pal-
ace eunuchs have been acquired by the Nanjing Municipal Museum.
However, these new acquisitions haven’t been given much attention de-
spite a few scholarly researches from such perspectives as the eunuch
system and the architectural establishment of local Buddhist and Daoist
temples. Errors and discrepancies are found in the transcriptions of the
tomb tablet inscriptions. Inappropriate use of materials and researching
approachesleadtoincorrectinterpretations of these tombtablets, the es-
sential historical value infused in the tablets are almost not discovered.
Based on historical archives, the article researches and interprets tomb
tablets and related steles of five Ming dynasty eunuchs—Ni Wen, Pan
Zhen, Huang Zhun, Bu Chun, and Wu Jing—active during the Zhengde
and Jiajing reigns (1506-1566) and included in historical archives. The
research provides new materials and insights for further studies on Ming
dynasty eunuch system, court and imperial clan history, as well as local
Nanijing history.
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