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ABSTRACT:

Many of modern historians consider the Longwu Emperor of the South-
ern Ming regime a frugal, virtuous, and self-disciplined ruler who could
have brought resurgence to the dynasty. Nevertheless, a wide range of
contemporary records reveal otherwise. His determination to embark
on the northern expedition was unrealistic, while his handling of his
wife and concubines broke the Ming-dynasty rules that strictly prohib-
ited the wife and concubines from interfering with political affairs. Ex-
tant early-Qing literature was mostly written by scholars who, on one
hand, sympathized with the misfortunes of the Longwu Emperor, and,
on the other hand, detested the arrogance and vulgarity of Zheng Zhi-
long (a.k.a. Nicholas lquan Gaspard, 1604-1661) and his brother, who
used to be pirates and warlords. Scholarly discontent with the latter of-
ten resulted in false glorification of the former. The biased appraisals, to
a larger extent, contributed to some of the inaccuracies in the Southern
Ming historical records, causing considerable misunderstandings from
the later generations.
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