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ABSTRACT:

The Ming dynasty Wanli reign (1573-1620) witnessed a sequence of
conflicts between court officials and the emperor over the division of the
Palace Treasury, specifically, the part for the state affairs and the part for
the private use of the emperor himself. The conflict reflects that despite
court officials understood and accepted the emperor’s proprietary claim
on the Palace Treasury, they expected it to be used within a proper limi-
tation. For the public interest of the empire, the emperor was obliged to
subside from his personal deposit once needed. Although the officials’
view on the propriety rights of the treasury constantly changed based on
the empire’s actual fiscal condition, their concern on the public finance
never changed.

KEYWORDS:
Ming dynasty, Wanli, Palace Treasury, National Silver Vault, Ministry
of Revenue, grains for the frontier defense
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