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ABSTRACT:

With an extensive examination of historical documents, this essay ana-
lyzes the period of the building of the Hall of Treasures of the Sky (Tian-
giong baodian). By reviewing the Qing dynasty records of the hall’s inte-
rior display, this study systematically introduces the extant sculptures of
deities in the hall. Notably, according to the Yongzheng reign’s records
of interior display, tables now kept in the hall match the former installa-
tion of the offering altar for Daoist rituals described in the Daoist Ritu-
als of the Pure Tenuity Sect (Qingwei huanglu dazhai keyi) compiled by
Lou Jinyuan (1689-1776). The installation’s style was followed in the en-
suing reigns until the late Qing period. Therefore, the purpose of the hall
had been formalized as a venue for Daoist rituals. It is the most impor-
tant venue inside the imperial palace for such a purpose.

KEYWORDS:
Hall of Treasures of the Sky (Tiangiong baodian), Jade Emperor, offer-
ing altar, Wufang zhentan dou
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