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ABSTRACT:

The Han-Chinese Zhu Yuanzhang founded the Ming (1368-1644) em-
pire, which lasted for more than two hundred and seventy years. Dur-
ing the late Ming dynasty, the Jurchen Nurhaci rose to power by uniting
other tribes in what is now northeastern China. His son and succes-
sor, Hong Taiji (also known as Taizong) collaborated with Mongolian
tribes to seize the Ming-controlled Liaoshen region (present-day Liaon-
ing Province and surrounding area) and founded the Qing dynasty. His
son, Aisin Gioro Fulin, succeeded to the throne and crossed the Shanhai
Pass shortly thereafter. He initiated the Manchu Qing rule of China that
lasted for some two hundred and sixty years. This essay argues that the
two dynasties established by different ethnicities had fundamentally dif-
ferent system for imperial consorts. Primarily focusing on the Manchu
Qing dynasty, the essay tries to probe from multi-perspectives the ethnic
features reflected by the practicesimplemented by the two dynasties and
explorethedifferencebetweensuchsystems. Theessayisexpectedtoen-
courage further related studies.

KEYWORDS:
Ming dynasty, Qing dynasty, Manchu tradition, system of imperial con-
sorts
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