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ABSTRACT:

The Directorate of the Imperial Accoutrements (Yuyong jian) of the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644) is one of the twenty-four directorates in
which palace eunuchs were organized. It is an important eunuch unit,
responsible for the manufacturing of imperial objects for the emperor’s
use and for the storing of catalogues compiled by the imperial painting
studio — the Hall of Martial Valor (Wuying dian). However, there al-
ready exists less research on the Directorate currently. Based on studies
on relevant documents like the Veritable Records of the Ming Dynas-
ty (Ming shilu) and notes taken by anonymous Ming authors, the essay
traces the sequence of development and transformation of the Directo-
rate of Imperial Accoutrements and discusses the relationship betweeniit
andthe court’s craftsmanship and finance. In addition, the essay also ex-
plores other roles the Directorate played in the Ming dynasty, especially
its influence over military affairs and frontier defense. This work is writ-
ten to encourage further studies on such topics.
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