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Li Mingyang

ABSTRACT:

“High Walls”, the prison for imperial clan members of the Ming em-
pire, is located in Fengyan—the hometown of the empire’s founding
emperor Zhu Yuanzhang (Taizu, r. 1368-1398). The prison was built
with the highest specification in the history of imperial China. The com-
pound had undergone extensive transformation before formalization in
the mid-Chenghua reign (1465-1487). The essay argues that the “High
Walls” is a by-product of the irreconcilable conflict between the Records
of Ancestral Injunctions (Zuxun lu), the family law of the Zhu clan, and
The Great Ming Code (Da Ming l)—the legal codes of the dynasty. It
is also a natural product generated by the steadily escalating conflict
among imperial clans under the extreme imperial totalitarian system.
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