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ABSTRACT:

The main hall atthe Palace of Eternal Spring (Changchun gong) was first
constructed in 1420 (the eighteenth year of the Ming dynasty’s Yongle
reign) as a residence for consorts. In the Qing period (1644-1911), a se-
ries of renovations were made to the structure, including the removal of
the front porch and platform, displacement of the embellishment of the
front eave, and restructuring of the back roof eave. The renovations al-
tered the hall’s original architectural style and reshaped it into a typical
late-Qing-period palatial building. Analysis of the architectural design
reveals that technique details such as the interior and exterior bracket
system, the column design, the structure of the roof beam, the ratios that
determine the pitch and curvature (juzhe) of the roof, and the processing
of the wooden structure are typical of imperial architecture of the ear-
ly Ming period (1368-1644). Additionally, tests on the wood materials
and analysis of remaining polychrome decorations further prove that the
hall was never reconstructed. It is a remnant of the palatial architecture
in the early-Ming style.
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Palace of Eternal Spring, main hall, Ming dynasty, Qing dynasty, reno-
vation, architecture design and layout
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