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The Repair and Study of a British Gilt Copper Musical Clock with Self-open

Door from the Palace Museum Collection
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ABSTRACT:

Clocks constitute a special category in the Palace Museum’s vast collec-
tion. Clocks were introduced to China during the movement of “East-
ward Dissemination of Western Learning” begun in the late Ming
dynasty (1368-1644). Those from the Palace Museum collection are sig-
nificant evidence of cultural exchange between the Ming (1368-1644)
and Qing dynasty (1644-1911) imperial court and the West. Among the
1,500 pieces of clocks and timepieces in the collection, those made in
Britain make up the largest part. These British clocks and watches are
both decorative and accurate in keeping time. They also integrate di-
verse techniques and sciences such as sculpting, craftsmanship, music,
mechanical engineering, and scientific technology and, thus, embody
the superb clock manufacturing techniques of past centuries. The essay
records the process of repairing the gilt copper musical clock with self-
open door, traces the history of British clocks, and comments on the de-
velopment and characteristics of British clocks.
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