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Guo Fuxiang

ABSTRACT:

Based on records in the Qing Imperial Household Department’s em-
ployment archives (huoji dang), the article compiles brief biographies for
Suzhou jade craftsmen who served the imperial workshops during the
Qianlong period (1732-1795). The names of as many as twenty-seven
craftsmen were clearly recorded in the archives, which were untouched
in previous studies. A general overview of the service they provided for
the Imperial Workshop clearly indicates the relevance between these
craftsmen and the culmination of jade craftsmanship in the Qianlong
court. They not only introduced sophisticated jade-working techniques
to the palace but also gave full play of their ingenuity to serve the court’s
demand for innovation and the combination and blending of a variety
of techniques and source materials. In the meantime, the court exert-
ed considerable efforts to protect the interests of these craftsmen and
freed them from restrictions troubling traditional family-based handi-
craft production. As a result, they were able to fully dedicate themselves
to their creative work. The court served as a platform that blended, in
terms of both technique and ideology, the southern and northern styles
of jade-working. Their migration from Suzhou to Beijing facilitated the
interaction with the imperial court and provided a substantial impact on
the Beijing-centered, northern-style jade-working. The North-South sty-
listic distinction of jade-working—uninhibitedness of the former versus
exquisiteness of the latter—that were witnessed by the Yuan (1271-1368)
and the Ming (1368-1644) periods gradually disappeared. Jade crafts-
manship entered a brand new era.

KEYWORDS:

Qianlong reign, Imperial Household Department’s employment ar-
chives, imperial court, Suzhou jade craftsmen, brief biographies
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