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‘The Refuging to Surrender of Zhang Chun and the Change of Tonsure Policy in the
Early Qing Dynasty
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The Refusing to Surrender of Zhang Chun and the Change of Tonsure Policy in

the Early Qing Dynasty
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ABSTRACT:

The tonsure customs of Manchuria, which meet the needs of the for-
est hunting life, was changed to be a dominated policy because of the
war between Nurhachi and the Ming Dynasty which led the expansion
of the later Jin Dynasty. The tonsure law experienced three stages includ-
ing tonsure, partial non-tonsure, and retonsure, evolved to be a domi-
nated policy by the coercive measure and became a fixed policy which
used to rule the people in the Qing Dynasty finally. As an official in the
Ming Dynasty, Zhang Chun was captured by Huangtaiji in Daling Riv-
er Campaign but refused to tonsure that showed unyielding integrity of
the Han literati. It made Huangtaiji pay attention to the Han literati and
Confucianism. Therefore, the tonsure policy was changed which provid-
ed a favorable conditions for the troops of Qing Dynasty to invade the

main land of China.
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