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Ming Imperial Wardrobe’s Influence on the Qing Imperial Wardrobe: A Study of the
“Twelve Symbols” and “Insignia Badges” on the Ming and Qing Imperial Garments
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ABSTRACT:

The Qing-dynasty imperial wardrobe drew inspirations from Manchu
ethnic costumes, inherited the specifications, patterns, and design of the
Ming court garments, and eventually formed rigorously categorized and
ranked wardrobe regulations. A great variety of these garments are still
in extant today. The Ming and Qing dynasties spanned five to six cen-
turies. What were the differences between and similarities shared by the
two dynasties’ costumes, which features were inherited, and which were
innovations of the respective dynasties? Answering these questions re-
quires understanding of both dynasties’ ritual institutions. Also, due
to limited referential resources and garments in extant, few researchers
conduct comprehensive studies in this field. This article intends to use
the “Twelve Symbols” and “insignia badges” on Ming and Qing court
garments as case studies to comb through the two dynasties’ wardrobe
institutions and the extant garments in order to explore the inheritance
process. The purpose is to furnish a more profound understanding of the

complexity of the court wardrobe of the Ming and the Qing dynasties.

KEYWORDS:
the Ming and Qing courts, garment comparison, traditional designs

and patterns, Twelve Symbols
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