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ABSTRACT:

The Ballads of an Era of Lasting Peace and The Brocade Sachet of Wind and
Moon were two important compendia of selected songs in the Ming dy-
nasty’s Jiajing period (1522-1566). They epitomized the status of court
and popular theatres respectively and revealed substantial differences
between the two types of theatrical pieces. Firstly, judging from their
themes, a large proportion of works in the Ballads of an Era of Lasting
Peace praise majestic grace and celebrate an era of peace and stabili-
ty, typical products of the imperial court. Secondly, in terms of the fall
of the Yuan-dynasty (1271-1368) drama known as “zaju” (lit. variety
play) and the rise of a new form of operatic drama known as “chuangi”
(lit. marvelous romance), the Brocade Sachet of Wind and Moon consists
predominantly of southern style musical drama, as against the northern
style. This compendium collects primarily “xiwen”, a traditional south-
ern opera form and “chuangi”, while “zaju” only occupied a secondary
position, reflecting the revolutionary turn of the tide in popular theatre
thanks to the rapid advancement of a variety of southern vocal-melodic-
passage styles (shenggiang). That is, southern-style opera and “chuangi”
performances became increasingly popular, while northern style drama
gradually faded into history. A considerable number of newly-composed
“xiwen” and “chuangi” emerged. On the other hand, Ballads of an Era
of Lasting Peace was still dominated by northern-style opera pieces. Of
the few southern pieces included in the compendium, newly-composed
works were largely absent. These differences demonstrate that court the-
atre, as compared to popular theatre, lagged behind in adopting new

dramatic forms.
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