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The Categorization of the Western Pure Land Transformation Tableaux
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ABSTRACT:

This article discusses the past and present categorization of various
transformation tableaux themes including the Infinite Life Sitra Long-
er Sukhavativyiaha Sitra, Wuliangshou jing , the Amitabha Sitra Shorter
Sukhavattvyaha Satra, Amituo jing , and the Amitayus Meditation Satra
Amitayurdhyana Sitra, Guan wuliangshou jing , and distinguishes dif-
ferent themes in a macroscopic manner through close inspection of
the three major Buddhist s tras found within the Pure Land branch of
Mah y na Buddhism and their corresponding transformation tableaux.
The author establishes a standard to review and distinguish the transfor-
mation tableaux of the aforementioned themes. The author argues that
most of those transformation tableaux considered by previous scholars
as depicting the Infinite Life Siitra and the Amitabha Siitra are in fact illus-

trations of the Amitayus Meditation Siitra.

KEYWORDS:
Three Stras and One Treatise, Infinite Life Satra transformation tab-
leaux, Amitabha Sitra transformation tableaux, Amitayus Meditation

Satra transformation tableaux, thematic categorization
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