Research on the Social History of the Little Court in the Forbidden City, 1912-1924
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ABSTRACT:

The Little Court in the Forbidden City was a tremendous group in the
BeiYang politics and Beijing’s social fabric. The research of the twelve
years of their appearance and the internal and external relations is bene-
ficial for deepening the research of social history and the social history of
Beijing in the early Republic of China. The weakening of economic and
political status of the Little Court caused the internal conflict. External
fashion information broke through the obstruction of the conservative
nobles and entered into their daily life. Pu Yi and Pu Jie advocated fash-
ion, accepted new ideas, cut braid actively, participated in charitable ac-
tivities, and dissolved the eunuch. The fracture and reorganization of so-
cial life had the tragedy color but in fact it has maintained society stable.
Pu Yi was evicted by Feng Yuxiang from the forbidden city in 1924.1t
caused the fracture of The Little Court again, and have hidden new cri-
sis——the domestic repression and foreign temptation. It renewed hope
of restoration of The Little Court.
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