The Dating of Hui Inksticks with the Seal Mark of “Hu Kaiwen”
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ABSTRACT:

Based on survey of the inksticks with the seal mark of “Hu Kaiwen” in
the Palace Museum collection, the article summarizes the features of Hu
Kaiwen’s seal mark and the stylistic transformations it went through. In
the meantime, the article also specially analyzes different types of falsi-
fied year marks in an effort to solve the problem of the coexistence of au-
thentic and falsified year marks on inksticks made in Hu’s factory in the
late Qing period (1644-1911). The Hui ink production for the Hu family
not only reflects the later generations’ commemoration of their ancestor
but also involves the watershed in the dating of the inksticks’ production.
Moreover, it reflects the intensification of business competition and com-
mercial interests. The turning point is concerned with stylistic changes of
the seal mark as well as with tremendous changes of the epoch.
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