The Inheritance and Protection of Ash-delineated New Year Prints (Nianhua) of

Gaomi, Shandong Province
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ABSTRACT:

Thanks to its primitive elegance and distinctive techniques, the ash-
delineated New Year print produced in Gaomi, Shandong province is
among the first batch of techniques that entered into the List of China’s
Intangible Cultural Heritage. Its production involves a number of proce-
dures - first, willow branches are burnt into ash, into which rice water is
added to create paste; brush is used to dip into the paste and then draw
a draft, and then a monotype is taken on paper; then, after delineation
and coloration, oil is applied to highlight the key parts of the imagery.
Such New Year prints features realistic depiction and simple, concise ex-
pression, mostly rendered with monochrome ink wash to create elegant
and archaic impression. In terms of artistic expression, such prints show
influences of literati paintings. Both meticulous depiction and sketch-
ing are applied, while the delineation is largely rendered in sketching
manner. Meticulous brush lines are applied to represent specific details
in a painstaking way that forms stark contrast with the general image-
ry in loosely-rendered outlines. Through survey of the living conditions
of celebrated artists in villages such as Mianhuatun in Gaomi’s town of
Jiangzhuang and market research, the author combines the results with
the awareness of the academic circles, the general public, and profession-
als in New Year print trade concerning the ash-based prints, and pro-
poses that the protection of the artists is the key to the preservation of
the Gaomi ash-based New Year prints. It is because that these artists are
important vehicle and inheritor who carry and master the cultural tradi-
tion and the techniques. They are living treasure vault of the art of New
Year prints and the key to the continuance of lively lineage and sustain-
able development of the artistic cultural heritage.
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