The Interaction between Ming-dynasty Imperial Wardrobe and Fashion in Popu-

lar Culture
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ABSTRACT:

The Forbidden City was not a cultural space immune from outside influ-
ences. The high, forbidding palace rampart and imperial ancestors’ in-
junctions did not suffice to impede the exchange between the court and
popular society. Such interactions permeated a wide range of aspects of
social life, thus, to a certain degree, influencing and transforming court
culture. By looking into related historical literatures such as Veritable
Records of the Ming Dynasty (Ming shilu), History of the Ming Dy-
nasty (1368-1644), and various notes written in the Ming and the Qing
(1644-1911) dynasties, this article surveys the changes of the Ming court
fashion, explores the influences exerted by popular fashion culture on
imperial wardrobe, and analyzes the cause that led to such historical
phenomenon, in an efforts to contribute to the studies of the histories of
Ming court life and imperial wardrobe.
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