Ming-dynasty Administration of the Wudang Mountain
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ABSTRACT:

Always called the “immortals’ mountain”, Mount Wudang boasts “sev-
enty-two peaks, thirty-six cliffs, twenty-four ravines, within a parame-
ter of eight-hundred /i (a traditional Chinese unit of length, equal to 1/2
kilometer)”. It is celebrated for the long-standing traditions related to re-
ligions events and Daoist temples, monasteries, and other architecture
of respectable antiquity. Yet, it was not until the Ming dynasty (1368-
1644) that the Mountain was administered in a comprehensive manner
by the authorities. Many official posts, including Consultant in Provin-
cial Military Command (canyi tidu), Imperial Commissioner (zhonggui
tidu), Superintendent of the Palace Taoist Temple (gongguan tidian), Pre-
fectural, Subprefectural, and County Magistrates (zhifu, zhizhou, and
zhixian), Independent Battalion Commander (shouyu qianhu) were in-
stalled for this purpose. Even though the administrative entities seemed
redundant while their power and authority often overlapped, they
seemed to fulfill their responsibilities in a fairly effective manner. Thus
how these entities administered Mount Wudang deserves thorough in-
spection. This article intends to survey the authorities and responsibili-
ties of different official entities involved in administering the Mountain,
analyzing their merits and demerits so as to draw inspirations from it.
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