A Study on Song Dynasty Painting and Calligraphy Scrolls’ Silk “Head Wrap”

(Baoshou)
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ABSTRACT:

The Song (960-1279) people are well-known for their literate pursuits
and passion for painting and calligraphy. In the Song dynasty painting
and calligraphy scrolls were usually backed with various kinds of bro-
cade or kesi silk tapestries at the beginning of the scroll known as the
“head wrap”(baoshou). The Imperially Endorsed Style of Painting and
Calligraphy of the Shaoxing Reign (Shaoxing yufu shubua shi) by Gao
Mi and the Nancun’s Records of Retirement to the Countryside (Nan-
cun chuogeng lu) by Tao Zongyi (sobriquet Nancun) are two impor-
tant publications in the Southern Song period (1127-1279) on the “head
wrap” materials. The Imperially Endorsed Style of Painting and Callig-
raphy of the Shaoxing Reign is more reliable for it features the relation
of the silk material with the rank of the art, which helps to identify ei-
ther the art or the fabric. Although Nancun’s Records of Retirement to
the Countryside includes a larger number of fabric name entries, some of
them are highly likely fabrics for other uses. But extant so-called “Song
dynasty” kesi tapestries for the “head wrap” are anachronic. For ex-
ample, the pattern name “purple phoenix and magpie” (zi luanque) is
a loanword from brocade name. The “purple heavenly deer” (zi tian-
lu) is probably a textile production of the Jurchen Jin (1115-1234) or
Yuan (1271-1368) dynasty, while its name is derived from “purple heav-
enly deer”. Some of the silk fabrics were separated from the scroll and
re-mounted as pure art for appreciation, some others were adopted as
“head wrap” materials as late as the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-
1911).
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