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Analysis on the Jurchen Jin and the West Xia Bodhisattva Sculptures
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ABSTRACT:

The extant bodhisattva statues dated to the Jurchen Jin dynasty (1115-
1234) and the West Xia state (1038-1227) are large in number and vari-
ous in forms. They play an important role in China’s Buddhist sculpture
system. Based on field investigation and study of academic materials,
the author, employing an integrated approach of topology in archaeol-
ogy and the form analysis in art history, focuses on four aspects of bo-
dhisattva statues, namely, the hairstyle and the coronet, attire, accesso-
ries, and postures. Based on a careful classification and comparison as
much as possible, the essay deciphers the transformation trends of bo-
dhisattva sculptures. Bodhisattva statues datable to the early period of
the Jurchen Jin inherit the styles of the Northern Song (960-1127) and
Khitan Liao (907-1125), with intricate coronet, attire and accessory de-
signs. While those datable to the late period of the Jurchen Jin are robust
figures wearing curved, tall, peacock-tail shaped coronets with an air of
solemnity and masculinity. Sculptors of the West Xia state drew inspi-
rations from preceding dynasties and states including Tang, Five Dynas-
ties, Song, Khitan Liao, and Jurchen Jin, and eventually formed a grace-
ful and splendid art style in later period. Among them, sculptures of the
casually-seated bodhisattva flourished. They are characterized by var-
ious postures and benign expression. The secularization style of such
sculptures distinguished.
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