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The Interpretation of and Textual Study on Nine Five-Dynasty Epitaphs Newly
Acquired by the Tang West Market Museum
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ABSTRACT:

The article interprets and analyzes nine epitaphs datable to a period
from the third year of the Datong reign (537) of the Western Wei dynas-
ty (535-556) to the sixth year of the Jiande reign (577) of the Northern
Zhou dynasty (557-581). Of their owners, eight are north China’s ethnic
minority nationalities, including Xiongnu, Xianbei, Wuhuan, and Gao-
che. The only one, Li Zhihua, who has been identified as a Han Chinese,
probably has blood ties with north China’s ethnic minority groups. In
brief, these nine epitaphs reflect the national fusion in northern China
during the fifth and the sixth centuries, providing precious materials for
the study of the formation of Chinese nation.
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