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Ten Years of the Gugong Studies
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ABSTRACT:

It’s been a decade since Mr. Zheng Xinmiao, the former director of the
Palace Museum (tenure 2002-2012), initiated the academic campaign of
“Gugong Studies”. The cultural background and the academic research
of the imperial palace which are almost all-encompassing are bound to
be integrated into an encyclopedic discipline such as the “Gugong Stud-
ies” at certain stage of their development. The unparalleled abundance
and sophistication of the academic resources about Gugong (the old
imperial palace), the potential and active participation from the entire
academia, and the interaction between them all benefit from the estab-
lishment of the “Gugong Studies”. The construction and development of
the “Gugong Studies™ are systematic. The general objective is to build an
academic network structure centering on the studies of the old imperial
palace. Specifically, they are the full coverage of disciplinary methodol-
ogy, concept, and environment centering on the “Gugong Studies”, full
coverage of scientific research mechanism, operational system, and the
institutional guarantee, and full coverage of academic publication, na-
tional and international exchange and cooperation, and advanced edu-
cation of various professionals. Looking back upon the ten-year devel-
opment of the “Gugong Studies” in an all-round manner, we find both
its practical significance and historical value. The fact that the academic
effort made by the Palace Museum staff, the active participation of so-
cial academic groups, particularly the cooperation between the Muse-
um and prestigious universities and national research organizations for
joint-training programmes for “Guggong Studies” majors, is exact evi-
dence for the “Gugong Studies” to become or even have become a true
discipline. It is believed that at the transition of times, with the imperi-
al palace as the sole historical reference of the imperial political system,
the imperial culture, and the imperial academic researches, the study of
it, or the “Gugong Studies”, must evolve from a spontaneous academic
activities, through self-conscious academic activities and eventually to a
systematic and confident stage.
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