Collating and Interpreting the Incomplete Stele at the Desheng Monastery
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ABSTRACT:

The Desheng Monastery was a Ming dynasty monastery located in the
jurisdiction of the town of Zhenbian (lit. guarding the frontier). The
site houses three fragments of a stele that marked the renovation of the
monastery during the Jiajing reign. Inscriptions carved on the stones
are fairly thorough in addressing the defensive system at Zhenbian
Great Wall northwest of the capital and providing information on
major officials governing the fortresses. To a certain extent the mid-
Ming dynasty massive building at the Great Wall to the northwest of the
capital especially after the Gengxu incident (in 1550 when Altan Khan
attacked and plundered for two weeks) enhanced and perfected the
protection of the imperial system. By collating and interpreting the stele
inscriptions, and studying archives and historical documents, the paper
sorts out facts on the construction of the Zhenbian Section of the Great
Wall and its four forts during the Jiajing reign and the Ming dynasty
at large, and explores the historical background for strengthening the

defences.
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