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ABSTRACT:

The victory of the 1911 Revolution, the subsequent overthrow of the
autocratic monarchy, and the establishment of the republic system are
a “historical metamorphosis” of modern China. Not only traditional
social economics and politics, but also patterns, connotation, and the
operating approach of culture have undergone tremendous changes.
In such social circumstances, the Palace Museum was founded on 10
October 1925. As a public museum in the contemporary sense, it was
transformed from an imperial palace into a public museum under the
republican government. The transformation took much of modern
China’s history and was highly symbolic. It was inscribed with mass
memory of traditional Chinese culture and forged consensus of a
newly founded ethnic nation. The article is baseed on historical documents
in the Palace Museum collection as well as newspapers, journals, and
documents in the National Library datable to the Republican era. It
tries to re-present the historical course of the museum’s transformation
from 1911 to 1925. By analyzing the metamorphosis of the Qing
imperial collection from icons of imperial rulership to symbols of civil
rights, the article explores how the newly founded Republican China
destroyed symbols of the imperial monarchy and how new national

icons were constructed.
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