New Research on the Treasure Halls of Supreme Profundity (Xuanji baodian)
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ABSTRACT:

The author reviewed historical records and found two Treasure Halls
of Supreme Profundity in the Imperial Palace during the Jiajing reign
of the Ming dynasty. One was the renamed Hall of Imperial Peace
(Qin'an dian), situated on the north side of the Palace, where the Supreme
Emperor of the Profound Heaven (Xuantian shangdi) was revered, while
the other was located in the Southern part of the western half of the
Palace, where the Confucian August Heavenly Celestial Emperor
(Huangtian Shangdi) was honored and the spirit tablet of Emperor
Ruizong (Zhu Youyuan) was kept. With one name and different
locations, the two buildings also differed in function. In 1566 (45" year
of the Jiajing reign), the Treasure Hall of Supreme Profundity in the
southwest part of the palace was reconstructed. The article discusses the
hall’s reconstruction in 1627 (the 7 year of the Tianqi reign ) after being
destroyed by fire and its restoration during the Kangxi, Yongzheng, and
Qianlong reigns in the Qing period. The author concludes that the
cross-shaped footprint, which is known as the Bright Hall (Mingtang)
style, in the area of the present Hall of Rectitude (Zhongzheng dian) is
indeed the structural remains of the Jiajing era reconstruction of the

Treasure Hall of Supreme Profundity.
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