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Luo Fuyi’s “Revised and Enlarged Edition of the Collection of the Han Dynasty
Seal Legends”: with a Simultaneous Discussion on Methods of Collating An-

cient Chinese Characters Presented by Luo Zhenyu in his Preface
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ABSTRACT

By examining the origins of different editions of the Collection of the Han
Dynasty Seal Legends (Hanyin Wenzi Zheng), and comparing it to similar
publications , the article evaluates the achievements on stylistic rules es-
tablished by the compiler Luo Fuyi (1905-1981) under the instruction
of his father Luo Zhenyu (1866-1940). It argues that collating ancient
epigraphic inscriptions within the framework of the Han dynasty (206
BCE-220 CE) dictionary Elucidating Pictographs and Explicating Characters
(Shuowen Jiezi) is a significant contribution of classic epigraphy to the de-
velopment of ancient Chinese philology. While introducing the preface
by Luo Zhenyu for the reprinted edition of the Collection, the article also
discusses the idea and method devised by Luo Zhenyu on collating ma-
terials concerning ancient Chinese characters based on his own experi-

ence in studying oracle-bone inscriptions.
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