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ABSTRACT

In the late Qing dynasty (1644-1911) and early Republican Period
(1911-1949), the introduction of Western legal system into China in-
cluded the idea of gender equality, which contributed to certain im-
provements in women’s legal status. In the field of civil law, the female
was entitled to property rights, the right to choose an heir, the right to
divorce, and litigation rights, while they also enjoyed similar autonomy
in categories of criminal law. In this period, it was still impossible to
completely break through the shackles of tradition. On the other hand,
remnants of old institutions continued to exist long after the Revolution
of 1911 (the Xinhai Revolution). In this sense, many aspects of social
life were still influenced by the idea of female inferiority, and the ethnic

codes and moral principles still dominated mainstream social morality.
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