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The Categorization and Periodization of the Mausoleums of

QingDynasty Imperial Consorts
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ABSTRACT

The mausoleums of the Empress Dowagers and imperial concubines
among the Qing-dynasty imperial mausoleums in Zunhua and Yizhou,
Hebei province are basic objects for the study of the burials of the im-
perial consorts. Categorized by ritual hierarchy and architectural scope,
among the fifteen imperial consorts’ mausoleums of the Eastern and
Western Qing Tombs areas, there are three different burial forms —
the mausoleums for Empress Dowagers, the mausoleums for Empress
Dowagers with attached tombs of imperial concubines, and the tombs
for imperial concubines. Hierarchically, they can be divided into two
categories —the Empress Dowagers’ mausoleums and the imperial con-
cubines’ tombs. While taking into consideration of the period of these
graves’ construction and the Manchu adoption of the Han Chinese bur-
ial rituals, the categorization and analysis of different burial forms re-
veal that the evolvement of the burial forms of the Qing imperial con-
sorts can be divided into five periods — rudimentary stage, the ritual’s

establishment, florescence, stabilization, and decline.
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