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ABSTRACT

Cultural control, which is part of dictatorial rule, reached it’s apogee in
the Qianlong reign (1736-1795). It was enforced mainly by two meas-
ures: the “literary inquisition” and the “book purging” effort, as well as
moral judgment of the preceding Ming dynasty (1368-1644) figures as a
supplement. Qian Qianyi (1582-1664), whose leadership in literary cir-
cles in the late Ming and early Qing dynasty, his role as an official who
served both the Ming and the Qing court, and his anti- Qing writings,
made him the target of cultural control by the Qianlong Emperor. The
Qianlong Emperor suppressed him primarily by destroying his publi-
cations and judging his morality. Criticizing Qian Qianyi was a log-
ic extension for the Manchu Qing dynasty emperors to strengthen cul-
tural censorship, which helped to eliminate the influence from leftover
subjects of the Ming dynasty, to establish their own literary tradition,
and to increase the people’s awareness of loyalty to the Manchu Qing
empire’s rule. The Qianlong Emperor, however, did not completely de-
stroy Qian’s image. Qian’s influence never waned. The Qianlong Em-
peror’s high-handed cultural policy that targeted Qian Qianyi and oth-
ers suppressed anti-Qing sentiment, but hurt intellectuals in ways that

were impossible to avoid.
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