Visual Analysis in Painting and Calligraphy Authentication
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ABSTRACT:

Over the past fifty years, as the most basic and most important method
of authenticating traditional Chinese paintings and calligraphy, visual
analysis (mujian) has gradually been sorted out by authenticators who
have summarized and defined its scope from a variety of perspectives.
Generally speaking, visual analysis is concerned with paintings and cal-
ligraphy as objects. Research and authentication of painting and callig-
raphy works focus on brushwork and other supplementary aspects (com-
position, cropping, or forms). Elements including mounting, materials,
paper or silk, seals, inscription, and signature are all subjects in the proc-
ess of authentication. These are supplementary aspects of the analyti-
cal method. This article briefly introduces and gives examples of its ma-
jor aspects: painting and calligraphy itself together with the supplements
such as signatures, inscriptions, seals, materials, tools, and mounting,
and discusses their respective roles and limitations. It focuses on the core
of the visual analysis, i.e. the authentication of brushwork, its signifi-
cance in painting and calligraphy authentication, and the rationale be-
hind this method.
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