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Repercussions Caused by the Re-promulgation of Important Cases of the Three

Reigns in Southern Ming Dynasty’s Hongguang Reign (1645)
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ABSTRACT:

Important Cases of the Three Reigns (Sanchao yaodian) was originally
promulgated in 1626 (the sixth year of the Tiangi reign). The compila-
tion of edicts, memorials, documents, includes comments denunciating
the three infamous cases, namely the Club Attack Case (tingji an), the
Red Pill Case (hongwan an), and the Reallocation Case (yigong an). In
1628 (the first year of the Chongzhen reign), the Emperor ordered its in-
cineration. The Hongguan reign in the Southern Ming period witnessed
the Revocation Case (fanni an) and fierce power struggles among dif-
ferent parties, resulting in the re-promulgation of the Important Cas-
es of the Three Reigns. This action exerted negative influences during
the Hongguang reign. The clique formed around Ma Shiying (ca. 1590-
1646) capitalized on the compilation in the Revocation Case in order to
seize power, forcing upright and virtuous officials out of the court. The

power struggles accelerated the downfall of the Hongguang Emperor.
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