A Preliminary Analysis of the Patterns of Silk Textiles Unearthed from Ming-

dynasty Dingling Imperial Mausoleum
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ABSTRACT:

Over 644 items of silk textiles were unearthed from Ming dynasty’s Din-
gling Imperial Mausoleum, including attire, adornments, rolls of cloth,
and various other types, featuring a great variety of patterns and elegant
designs. The motifs are closely related to the material selection and the
arrangement of patterns. The patterns of silk textiles unearthed from the
Mausoleum draw inspirations not only from dragon and phoenix mo-
tifs, which embody imperial power, but from folklore and traditional
imagery. In addition, the patterns are painstakingly organized to show
rich variations and great diversity of forms. These textiles represent the
elegance and exquisiteness of traditional Chinese silk textiles, and at the
same time reflect the transforming characteristics of the court attire in
mid and late Ming dynasty (1368-1644).
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